Enrich

People of the United States

A national census is taken every ten years. The 2000 census revealed that there were about 280,000,000 people in the
United States, and that about 15 out of 100 of these people were 5-14 years old. To find the number of people in the

United States that were 5-14 years old, use the ratio of people 5-14 years old and create a proportion.
15 n

100 280,000,000
To solve the proportion, find cross products.

15 x 280,000,000 = 4,200,000,000 and n x 100 = 100n
Then divide: 4,200,000,000 + 100 = 42,000,000.
In 2000, about 42,000,000 people in the United States were 5-14 years old.

Use the approximate ratios in each exercise to create a proportion, given that there were about 280,000,000 people
in the United States. Then solve and choose the correct answer from the choices at the right. Write the correct
answer in the blank using scientific notation. Show work on attached sheet below.

1. The United States is a diverse collection of different
races and ethnic origins. Asians or Pacific Islanders A. 210,000,000

accounted for about 1%0 of the population of the

United States. About how many people of Asian or
Pacific-Island origin lived in the United States?

B. 36,400,000

2. African-Americans accounted for about % of the
population of the United States. About how many
African-American people lived in the United States?

C. 11,200,000

3. People of Hispanic origin accounted for about % of
the population of the United States. About how
many people of Hispanic origin lived in the United
States?

. 3
4. Caucasian people accounted for about 2 of the D. 2,520,000

population of the United States. About how many
people of white or Caucasian origin lived in the
United States?

5. People of American-Indian or Eskimo origin
accounted for about 1(;% of the population of the E. 33,600,000

United States. About how many people of
American-Indian Eskimo, origin lived in the United
States?




Work:



